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Choc-a-block and
the threat is growing
Two new centres to treat
heart disease and cancer 
TTAANN  HHUUII  LLEENNGG
huileng@mediacorp.com.sg

THE statistics are worrying. The threat from
heart disease and cancer — Singapore’s top
two killers — looks set to jump,
in line with the country’s rap-
idly ageing population. 

By the year 2015, just
seven years from now, out-
patient attendances for heart
patients will have risen 60 per
cent from the current
200,000 per year, to 320,000.
Cancer cases will rise to
13,000 a year — up 44 per
cent from 9,000 now.

To cope with this, two more national cen-
tres — one for heart and the other, cancer — will
be set up at the National University Hospital
(NUH) in the coming months, Health Minister
Khaw Boon Wan said yesterday.

Currently, patients with heart disease or
cancer are treated in all hospitals with the Na-
tional Heart Centre (NHC) and the National Can-
cer Centre of Singapore (NCCS) at the Singa-
pore General Hospital’s (SGH) Outram campus
providing an additional tertiary level of care. 

But the NHC is crowded, said Mr Khaw. 
“If you go and visit them you will see

every nook and corner is being made use of,
because when we set up NHC it was a much
smaller outfit ... I think a new facility for the
heart centre is urgently needed.”

The situation at NCCS was just as bad 
— it’s “choc-a-block”, said Mr Khaw.

He said he saw merit in
setting up the new centres
at NUH instead of expanding
the existing ones at SGH,
to provide a better spread
of healthcare resources
throughout the island.

Last year, NUH saw 3,600
new cancer patients last year,
an increase of 20 per cent
from 2005. For heart dis-

eases, it sees 10,000 new patients and per-
forms 4,000 surgical procedures annually.

The move to set up the new national dis-
ease centres follows closely on plans by the
Ministry of Health (MOH) to boost Singa-
pore’s healthcare capacity with another two
hospitals — one expected to be in the north
(Woodlands) and another in the west. These
are in addition to  the new Khoo Teck Puat
Hospital being planned for Yishun.

Army captain dies
in race; second such
fatality this year
CCUUBBBBYY  LLEEOONNGG
cubby@mediacorp.com.sg

JUST last month, Captain Ho Si Qiu finished
a creditable 23rd out of 1,369 runners at
the 10-kilometre Saucony-100Plus Passion
Run here.

Yesterday morning, the 25-year-old pla-
toon commander from the Officer Cadet
School took on a bigger challenge — the
21-km Singapore Bay Run, also known as
the Safra Sheares Bridge Run & Army Half
Marathon 2007.

But as he crossed the finishing line at
7am, about one and a half hours after the race
started, CPT Ho collapsed and stopped
breathing.

Medics attended to him within 30 sec-
onds. At the medical post, an intubation was
performed and cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion, or CPR, was carried out immediately,
but no heart rhythm was detected.

But CPT Ho failed to respond and was
sent to the Singapore General Hospital hos-
pital. He was pronounced dead at 8.07am.

Police have classified the case as un-
natural death and are investigating.

CPT Ho’s death is the second sudden
death from running this year — the first
athlete who died was 17-year-old Thaddeus

IIff  yyoouu  vviissiitt  tthhee  
cceennttrreess,,  eevveerryy
nnooookk  aanndd  ccoorrnneerr  iiss
bbeeiinngg  mmaaddee  uussee  ooff..
— Health Minister 
Khaw Boon Wan
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SSTTAARR  SSIIGGNNIINNGG  HHEENNRRYY  ((LLEEFFTT))  FFAAIILLSS  
TTOO  MMAAKKEE  AANN  IIMMPPAACCTT  FFOORR  BBAARRCCEELLOONNAA 2288 IINNTTEERR  RROOCCKKEEDD  AAFFTTEERR

GGOOAALLIIEE  IISS  SSEENNTT  OOFFFF 2288

Greece offers
$2m reward
as fire toll rises
ATHENS — The Greek authorities
yesterday offered up to a million
euros ($2 million) for help to ar-
rest arsonists blamed for starting
some of the fires that have been
devastating the country, threat-
ening historic sites and killing at
least 61 people.

Earlier yesterday, local police
had initially feared that fires might
engulf Olympia, listed as a world
heritage site by Unesco.

The site appeared to be safe
later. ——  AAFFPP
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Judge’s ruling in favour of
PacNet against Odex only
throws up more questions 
TTHHOOMMAASS  KKOOSSHHYY

IT WAS a case of third time unlucky for
Odex in its application to court for a dis-
covery order to find out the names of sub-
scribers who had allegedly downloaded copy-
right infringing anime off the Internet.

After successfully obtaining such orders
against SingNet and StarHub, its similar ap-
plication against Pacific Internet (PacNet)
failed last week.

Since similar information was sought in
presumably similar circumstances against
all three Internet Service Providers (ISPs),
the natural question that arises is why Pac-
Net succeeded where SingNet and Starhub
had failed. 

More importantly, the decision throws
up more questions about the already con-
troversial saga.

District Judge Ernest Lau, who decided
the PacNet case, explained that the issues
raised in the PacNet case were never fully

argued in the StarHub case. 
What he said about the SingNet case

was, however, more troubling: “For the
SingNet case, the orders were made by con-
sent.”

This means that SingNet did not even
argue against Odex’s application for sub-
scriber information. The ISP did not even in-
struct its lawyers to attend the court hear-
ing of Odex’s application.

The Telecommunications Competition
Code (TCC) prohibits unauthorised release
of subscriber information by ISPs. 

Although the TCC provision may be
trumped by a court order, should SingNet not
have argued against Odex’s application rather
than consent to it? 

If the ISP does not argue for its sub-
scribers’ rights to privacy, who will? 

Without a voice in court, the prohibi-
tion in the TCC becomes effectively an empty
promise.

One also wonders whether SingNet has
acted in breach of the spirit of the TCC pro-
vision and, if so, whether punitive measures
are warranted.

So, what were the arguments that Pac-
Net raised, which the other ISPs had not? 

Essentially, PacNet challenged both
Odex’s right to make the copyright
infringement claims and the reliability of
Odex’s tracing of copyright infringers.

The challenge to Odex’s claim was largely

successful because Odex was not the
copyright owner or exclusive licensee of all
but one anime video titled Mobile Suit Gun-
dam Seed. For all the rest, it was a mere
sub-licensee and, therefore, not entitled to
pursue claims for copyright infringement —
only copyright owners or exclusive licensees
may do so. 

Accordingly, the court held that Odex had
“no civil right of action under the Copyright
Act against the persons whom the identi-
ties are sought”.

Copyright infringers should, however,
bear in mind that even though Odex may
not have the right to pursue such claims, the
actual copyright owners or exclusive licensees
would have such a right.

It was reported that Odex might appeal
against the PacNet decision. 

But what about the enforcement action
that Odex has already taken? 

Should it desist from further pursuing
any claims unless it manages to get the Pac-
Net decision reversed? 

What about the funds that Odex has col-
lected in settlement of its supposed claims?
Is Odex obliged to return those funds if the
PacNet decision is not overturned on appeal?

CCooppyyrriigghhtt  iinnffrriinnggeerrss
sshhoouulldd,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  bbeeaarr  
iinn  mmiinndd  tthhaatt  eevveenn  tthhoouugghh
OOddeexx  mmaayy  nnoott  hhaavvee  tthhee
rriigghhtt  ttoo  ppuurrssuuee  ssuucchh
ccllaaiimmss,,  tthhee  aaccttuuaall  
ccooppyyrriigghhtt  oowwnneerrss  oorr  
eexxcclluussiivvee  lliicceennsseeeess
wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  ssuucchh  aa  rriigghhtt..

we set you thinking
newscomment

This brings to the fore another aspect of
the Odex case — that the Odex letters of de-
mand to subscribers were apparently not sent
by lawyers but by Odex itself. 

Letters of demand sent by lawyers are
subject to rules on legal conduct. For exam-
ple, a lawyer may not “demand anything other
than that recoverable by due process of law”. 

Should such provisions be made broader
so as to embrace letters of demand sent by
persons such as Odex as well? 

Otherwise, a client sending out a letter
of demand himself — even if after procuring
legal advice — may easily circumvent them.

Another interesting snippet from the de-
cision of District Judge Lau concerns the
costs incurred by Odex in tracing the copyright
infringers.

Odex engaged an American company,
BayTSP, to track the copyright infringers.
Odex’s Peter Go had quoted an article in his
affidavit, which highlighted the low cost of
BayTSP’s services — tracing up to 100 files
for only $12 per month, with a setup fee of $25
for 100 images.

In a notice that has been put up on its web-
site, Odex stated that “many of those who re-
ceived Odex’s letter have ... settled the matter.

The average amount of compensation paid
by those who have settled is about $3,000 to
$5,000.” 

And yet, in a letter issued to the media
last week, Odex had said the total amount it
has recovered so far “has not covered even
20 per cent of Odex’s enforcement costs”.

The revelation of BayTSP’s low costs
heightens the mystery surrounding Odex’s
“enforcement costs” and revives the ques-
tion of whether the quantum of the sums de-
manded by Odex to settle its claims against
copyright infringers is excessive.

In the fog of all the negative perceptions
generated by Odex’s pursuit of copyright in-
fringers, it should not be forgotten that copy-
right infringement is illegal and offenders run
the risk of civil and criminal penalties. 

But the Odex case has highlighted that all
parties involved must pay more than lip serv-
ice to the due process of the law.

The writer is a legal academic.
These are his personal views.

TThheerree’ss  aa  rreedd  mmoooonn  rriissiinngg,,  bbuutt
cchhaanncceess  aarree,,  SSiinnggaappoorreeaannss
wwoonn’tt  ggeett  ttoo  sseeee  mmuucchh  ooff  iitt..

AAtt  55..5522ppmm  ttoommoorrrrooww,,  tthhee
mmoooonn  wwiillll  ttuurrnn  rreedd  dduurriinngg  aa
ttoottaall  lluunnaarr  eecclliippssee  eexxppeecctteedd
ttoo  llaasstt  9900  mmiinnuutteess..  AAss  iitt  ppaassss--
eess  iinnttoo  tthhee  sshhaaddooww  ccaasstt  bbyy
tthhee  EEaarrtthh,,  tthhee  mmoooonn  wwiillll  oonnllyy
bbee  iilllluummiinnaatteedd  bbyy  rreeffrraacctteedd
ssuunnlliigghhtt,,  ccoonnssiissttiinngg  mmoossttllyy  ooff
rreedd  aanndd  yyeellllooww  wwaavveelleennggtthhss
––  hheennccee  iittss  rreedd  aappppeeaarraannccee..

AAllssoo  kknnoowwnn  aass  tthhee  “BBlloooodd
MMoooonn” eecclliippssee  ((aass  sseeeenn  iinn  tthhiiss
AAFFPP ffiillee  pphhoottoo)),,  tthhee  llaasstt  ttiimmee
tthhiiss  ooccccuurrrreedd  wwaass  iinn  22000000..

MMrr  AAllbbeerrtt  LLiimm,,  4488,,  pprreessiiddeenntt
ooff  TThhee  AAssttrroonnoommiiccaall  SSoocciieettyy
ooff  SSiinnggaappoorree,,  ssaaiidd  tthhee  uummbbrraall
pphhaassee  ––  wwhheenn  tthhee  mmoooonn  iiss  ttoo--
ttaallllyy  oobbssttrruucctteedd  bbyy  tthhee  EEaarrtthh’ss
sshhaaddooww  ––  “wwiillll  ooccccuurr  dduurriinngg
eevveenniinngg  ddaayylliigghhtt  hheerree,,  mmaakkiinngg
iitt  vveerryy  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ttoo  oobbsseerrvvee”..

MMrr LLiimm  nnootteedd  tthhaatt  tthhee
mmoooonn,,  aatt  aann  aallttiittuuddee  ooff  --88°°,,  wwiillll
nnoott  bbee  vviissiibbllee  dduurriinngg  iittss  rreedd--
ddeesstt  ppooiinntt  iinn  tthhee  eecclliippssee,,  wwhhiicchh

wwiillll  ooccccuurr  aatt  66..3377ppmm..  IItt  iiss  oonnllyy
dduurriinngg  tthhee  ppaarrttiiaall  eecclliippssee,,  ffrroomm
77..2233ppmm  ttoo  88..2244ppmm,,  tthhaatt  tthhee  rreedd
mmoooonn  mmaayy  bbee  vviissiibbllee  hheerree..

BBuutt  eevveenn  tthheenn,,  “iitt  iiss  nnoott
lliikkeellyy  ttoo  bbee  ppeerrcceeppttiibbllee”,,  ssaaiidd
MMrr  LLiimm..  “TThhee  mmoooonn,,  bbyy  tthheenn,,
wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  ppaasssseedd  iittss  rreedd
pphhaassee  aanndd  mmaayy  aappppeeaarr  ggrraayy--
iisshh  iinnsstteeaadd..”

SSttiillll,,  ffoorr  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  wwaanntt
ttoo  ttrryy  tthheeiirr  lluucckk,,  CChhaannggii
BBeeaacchh  aanndd  EEaasstt  CCooaasstt  PPaarrkk
wwiillll  ooffffeerr  tthhee  bbeesstt  vviieeww..  

AAnnootthheerr  aalltteerrnnaattiivvee::  TThhee
DDiissccoovveerryy  CChhaannnneell wwiillll  vviiddeeoo--
ssttrreeaamm  tthhiiss  eevveenntt  lliivvee  ffrroomm
tthhrreeee  AAuussttrraalliiaann  oobbsseerrvvaattoorriieess..

TThhee  ssttrreeaammss  ccaann  bbee  vviieewweedd
oonn  iittss  SSoouutthh--eeaasstt  AAssiiaa,,  TTaaiiwwaann,,
AAuussttrraalliiaa  aanndd  NNeeww  ZZeeaallaanndd
wweebbssiitteess  ((wwwwww..ddiissccoovveerryy--
cchhaannnneellaassiiaa..ccoomm//eecclliippssee//))
ffrroomm  55..3300ppmm  ttoo  88..3300ppmm..

GGlloobbaallllyy,,  sskkyywwaattcchheerrss  iinn
NNoorrtthh  aanndd  SSoouutthh  AAmmeerriiccaa,,
eeaasstt  AAssiiaa  aanndd  AAuussttrraalliiaa  wwiillll
bbee  ttrreeaatteedd  ttoo  tthhee  bbeesstt  vviieewwss..  
——  NNGGIIAAMM  YYIINNGG  LLAANN

AFP

What you won’t get to see

WWhhaatt’’ss  yyoouurr  vviieeww??  EEmmaaiill  uuss  aatt  
nneewwss@@nneewwssttooddaayy..ccoomm..ssgg

24 motorbikes set ablaze in Woodlands
TWENTY-FOUR motorcycles went up in
flames in the wee hours in several multi-
storey car parks at Woodlands Circle.

Eye-witnesses said the fire started at
a multi-storey car park at about 4.10am. In
a space of 12 minutes, they said, fires had
broken out in nearby areas.

It appeared that the Woodlands Circle
car parks hit by arsonists included Blocks
766A, 768A, 748A and 748.

Civil Defence officers were at the scene
and put out the fires in good time. No one
was hurt in the incidents and investiga-
tions are on-going. ——  CCHHAANNNNEELL  NNEEWWSSAASSIIAA

Army captain dies in race
CCOONNTTIINNUUEEDD  FFRROOMM  PPAAGGEE  11

Cheong in June, just after crossing the finishing
line at a national triathlon selection trial for this
year’s SEA Games.

Organisers of yesterday’s run, which is into its
16th year, said measures were in place to ensure
the safety of the record 70,000 participants, an in-
crease of 5,000 from last year. There were 13 medic
points set up and over 100 medical personnel de-
ployed. 

Said a spokesman for Safra: “During regis-
tration, we advised participants to hydrate during
race day, give their bodies adequate recovery time
during training, give the bodies a complete rest
before the actual race and take fluids at each of
our water points.

“They were also advised not to take part if
they feel unwell.”

Dr Vivian Balakrishnan, the Community De-
velopment, Youth and Sports Minister, who par-
ticipated in the run, along with Defence Minis-
ter Teo Chee Hean said last night he was
saddened by CPT Ho’s death.

But he felt that the organisers had taken all
possible safety measures. 

Said Dr Balakrishnan: “As I was running, I
noticed there were many ambulances, medical
teams and medical equipment. This was one
event in which the SAF, I believe, made every
effort to ensure medical cover was present, was
available and was able to move into action im-
mediately. 

“At the finish line, CPT Ho was treated by
a full medical team, including a doctor. So, at this
time, it appears that what measures that could
be taken, were taken.” 

This latest casualty comes at a time when
the National Sports Safety Committee is due
to release its report to the Singapore Sports
Council (SSC).

The 12-member committee is finetuning
the report to ensure all areas of safety are cov-
ered and best measures are implemented. 

Mr Balakrishnan’s ministry is also study-
ing a preliminary report submitted by the Na-
tional Sports Safety Committee, and is discussing
the findings with relevant sports associations. 

$500,000 more for Islamic studies
SINGAPORE’S Islamic Religious Council
(Muis) is injecting $500,000 into a fund
for part-time madrasah (religious schools)
in mosques.

The fund, which now stands at $1.2 mil-
lion, is aimed at ensuring that every Muslim
child receives religious education and also
at subsidising the training of teachers. 

This was announced during the Mosque
Madrasah Convention yesterday, to approve
the Muis curriculum in all the 68 mosques
by 2010. The curriculum, called aL.I.V.E,
details religious education for students who
do not attend full-time madrasah. 

Introduced in 2004, the curriculum
combines traditional religious education
with contemporary teaching methods. It
aims to teach young Muslims the practice

of their faith in a modern, multi-religious
environment.

Through the fund, Muis also wants to
help children from low-income families at-
tend such classes in the mosques. 
——  CCHHAANNNNEELL  NNEEWWSSAASSIIAA

TODAY FILE PHOTO

SSCCHHOOOOLL’’SS  IINN::  TThhee  MMuuiiss  ffuunndd  hhaass  $$11..22 mmiilllliioonn  ttoo
eennssuurree  aallll  MMuusslliimm  kkiiddss  ggeett  rreelliiggiioouuss  eedduuccaattiioonn..

HHEEAARRTT,,  CCAANNCCEERR  CCEENNTTRREESS  AAIIMM  TTOO  BBEE  RREEGGIIOONNAALL  RREEFFEERRRRAALL  CCEENNTTRREESS
After more than 10 years in the business,
the National Heart Centre (NHC) and
National Cancer Centre Singapore (NCCS)
should aim to become the referral centres
for the region.

Health Minister Khaw Boon Wan, in lay-
ing out his vision for the two speciality cen-
tres yesterday, challenged them to do more. 

“After 15 years of specialty develop-
ment, my assessment is that they have
done very well. But now, is it more of the
same? Or should we begin to set our
sights higher?

“Centres such as the Singapore
National Eye Centre really ought to begin
to look at their role as the referral centre
for the region. Likewise, heart and cancer,
in due course ought to be aiming higher.”

Mr Khaw was speaking at the
Healthcare Charity Run, aimed at raising
money for the President’s Challenge
charity campaign. 

The minister also announced plans for
two new medical centres at National

University Hospital (NUH): one to treat
heart diseases, and the other, cancer. 

Welcoming the move, the NHC, which
has a 50-per-cent market share, said the
new heart centre will mean not just more
choices for patients, but will also help to
manage and improve their waiting times. 

The NCCS was also pleased with the
prospect of another specialist team. It said
its doctors have long enjoyed the good
partnership on research projects with NUH.
The new NUH team will benefit patients
and help the NCCS enhance its expertise to
develop into a strong regional centre for
cancer treatment, and help it expand its
international collaborations with reputable
medical and research institutions.

Currently, the NHC treats half of the
new public hospitals heart patient refer-
rals and is set to expand six-fold to
accommodate more patients. 

Similarly, the number of outpatient vis-
its to the NCCS climbed to 125,000 last
year, from 105,000 in 2002.

Choc-a-block and the threat is growing
CCOONNTTIINNUUEEDD  FFRROOMM  PPAAGGEE  11

The MOH has also expanded its list of
recognised medical schools to allow flexi-
bility in the recruitment of foreign doctors.
Last year, Singapore trained more than 
200 doctors and recruited another 190 from
overseas. 

Mr Khaw also revealed yesterday that
the MOH is reviewing the development of
medical specialities in Singapore and will
decide what additional ones the country
needs in 10 to 15 years.

With the designation of NUH to house
the two national disease centres, it will receive
more subvention from the Government. 

The MOH said it will increase annual
funding support to NUH at an equivalent
rate to current levels at the NHC and NCCS
in recognition of the higher complexity of the
patient cases being handled. It will also pro-
vide funding for the creation of additional clin-
ics and diagnostic resources.

ANIME IN COURT: 2 ISPS, 2 DIFFERENT OUTCOMES


