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IN MARCH, 13-year-old Thomas Cheong
won the under-13 category at the Malacca
A’Famosa Triathlon, and big brother Thad-
deus made it a double for the family when
he emerged victorious in the under-16 cat-
egory.

It was the last time the two brothers
would compete together.

On Sunday, Thaddeus, 17, collapsed
and died after he came in third in a time trial
for December’s SEA Games.

Speaking to TODAY at the family home
in Jalan Girang, a visibly upset Thomas
said: “He was a very good brother and a
champion to me. But he was unable to ful-
fil his dream of representing Singapore at
the SEA Games.

“If my body allows it, I want to con-
tinue racing in triathlons and one day com-
pete in the SEA Games for Singapore, and
fulfil that dream for my brother.”

Thaddeus, a first-year science student
at Raffles Junior College, was a member of
the national training squad and collapsed
after his race — 1.5km swim, 40km bike
ride, 10km run — at Changi. 

He posted a personal best of 2hrs
9mins, going under the SEA Games quali-
fying mark of 2 hrs 12 mins.

The Triathlon Association of Singapore
(TAS) will select four triathletes (two men,
two women) for the SEA Games in Korat,
Thailand (Dec 6-15).

“My parents, the other triathletes, the
officials and I were at the finish line cheer-
ing him on,” said Thomas, a student at St
Joseph’s International. “But barely five me-
tres after crossing the finish line, he col-
lapsed. We all panicked. I was very fright-
ened and kept fanning him, but he didn’t
open his eyes. He never did.”

Thaddeus was pronounced dead at
Changi General Hospital at 10.55am. The
cause of death is still unknown.

While it was quiet at RJC’s Bishan cam-
pus yesterday due to the start of the mid-
year common test, it was highly emotion-
al at the Cheongs’ residence, where about
a hundred students paid their respects.

Jay Fong, a former classmate, placed his
school badge in the coffin. 

“Although I only knew him for six
months, Thaddeus was a great guy who
would always crack us up and was always
ready to lend a helping hand,” said Jay, 17.

“Who would have thought this would
happen to him? He was a very fit guy. It’s
very shocking.”

RJC principal Winston Hodge said the
school is providing support to the family,
students and staff. Students have been
given the option to take their tests at a
later date.

“We have been keeping in close contact
with Thaddeus’ family, schoolmates and

teachers to offer necessary assistance and
support during this difficult period,” said
Hodge.

“Teacher counsellors have been de-
ployed to provide emotional support to stu-
dents. The students are coping well and
we will continue to monitor them closely.”

Also present yesterday was Teo Ser
Luck, Parliamentary Secretary for the Min-
istry of Community Development, Youth
and Sports (MCYS), TAS honorary secre-
tary David Hoong and Singapore Sports
Council’s (SSC) sports management and
development chief Eugene Chew.

The incident is the latest to have hit the
sport in recent years. Last year, retired
Colonel Bernard Tan, 39, collapsed and
died near the end of the 10km run in the
Singapore Biathlon, while in October 2005,
former Hewlett-Packard products manager
Ho Wai Piew, also 39, suffered a heart at-
tack and drowned during the swimming
leg of the New Balance Corporate Triathlon.

Teo, himself an avid triathlete, said the
MCYS, SSC and TAS are already looking
into the matter.

“We’re giving it very close attention
and we’ll work on it immediately and not
wait until a task force is set up,” said Teo,
38. “We’ll look into what further precautions
and measures to take.”

“It’s a very emotional time for the
triathlon community, but I hope this will not
deter anyone from participating in sports.
We just need to do it in moderation, know
your own strengths and weaknesses. Sports
is supposed to be fun.”

Thaddeus’ mother, Angeline, revealed
the family had postponed a holiday so that
he could work towards competing in this
year’s SEA Games.

“We wanted to go for a holiday this
month as it was the school holidays, but he
told us he wanted to prepare for the trial,”
said Angeline, 46. “So we planned to go to
Hawaii in December, after the SEA Games.
Now, we will not be going anymore.

“He was every mother’s dream, a go-
getter yet someone who did not brag about
his achievements. 

“He was sharp and decisive.
“Recently, I learnt he was interested in

a girl, but he insisted he would only tell
me more when it (the relationship) was
confirmed. Now, I guess I will never know.”

Thaddeus’ funeral service will be held
at 3pm tomorrow at the Church of St Fran-
cis Xavier.

Thomas hopes to compete in
SEA Games, as authorities
look to make triathlon safer

HHee  wwaass  uunnaabbllee  ttoo  ffuullffiill  hhiiss
ddrreeaamm  ooff  rreepprreesseennttiinngg  SSiinnggaa--
ppoorree  aatt  tthhee  SSEEAA  GGaammeess..  IIff  mmyy
bbooddyy  aalllloowwss  iitt,,  II  wwaanntt  ttoo  ccoonn--
ttiinnuuee  rraacciinngg  iinn  ttrriiaatthhlloonnss  aanndd
oonnee  ddaayy  ccoommppeettee  iinn  tthhee  SSEEAA
GGaammeess  ffoorr  SSiinnggaappoorree,,  aanndd  ffuull--
ffiill  tthhaatt  ddrreeaamm  ffoorr  mmyy  bbrrootthheerr..

— Thaddeus’ (above) younger brother,
Thomas

Out to fulfil Thaddeus’ dream
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EEMMOOTTIIOONNAALL::  DDiissttrraauugghhtt  RRJJCC  ssttuuddeennttss  ppaayy  tthheeiirr
rreessppeeccttss  aatt  TThhaaddddeeuuss’’  wwaakkee  aass  MMCCYYSS’’  TTeeoo  ((ffaarr
lleefftt))  ccoommffoorrttss  TThhaaddddeeuuss’’  ppaarreennttss  GGeeoorrggee  aanndd
AAnnggeelliinnee  CChheeoonngg..

Federer’s easy Wimbledon start
LONDON — Roger Federer’s (pic-
ture) bid for a fifth straight Wimble-
don title got off to a smooth start, with
the Swiss maestro easing past Rus-
sia’s Teimuraz Gabashvili in straight
sets yesterday.

World No 1 Federer won 6-3, 6-
2, 6-4 to advance to a second round
meeting with either Juan Martin del
Porto of Argentina or Italian Davide
Sanguinetti.

On a cold, blustery day and with
Centre Court left treacherous by the

rain that had delayed the start of the
match by 90 minutes, the Swiss would
have been keen not to waste any
time overcoming an opponent mak-
ing his debut at Wimbledon in the
most intimidating circumstance.

That objective was duly achieved
with Federer’s 49th consecutive vic-
tory on grass wrapped up one hour
and 32 minutes after he had begun
his bid to emulate Bjorn Borg’s five-
in-a-row with an immaculate service
winner. ——  AAFFPP
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